Mr. Smith Goes to Washington

Filibuster scene

Vice President: The chair recognizes... senator smith.

Smith: Thankyou sir. 

Saunders: Diz Here we go.

Smith: Well I guess the gentlemen are in a pretty tall hurry to get me outta here.  The way the evidence is piled up against me I can't blame them much. And I'm quite willing to go sir when they vote it that way, but before that happens I've got a few things I wanna say to this body...

I tried to say them once before and I got stopped colder than a macaral. Well I'd like to get them said this time. As a matter of fact I'm not gonna leave this body until I DO get them said.

Payne: President will the senator yield?

 Vice President: The senator yields?

Smith: No sir, I'm afraid not! No sir. I yielded the floor once before if you can remember, and I was practically never heard of again. No sir. And we might as well all get together on this yielding  business right off the bat now.

Laughing

Smith: Now, I had some pretty good coaching last night and I find that if I yield only for a question or a point of order or a personal privilege, that I can hold this floor almost until dooms day.  In other words I've got a piece to speak. And blow hot or cold I'm going to speak it!

Payne: Will the senator yield?

Vice President: Will the senator Smith yield?

Smith: Yield how sir?

Payne: Will he yield for a question?

Smith: Question, All right.

Payne: I wish to ask my Junior colleague, this piece he intends to speak, does it concern section 40 of  that bill, the dam on Willet Creek?

Smith: It does.

Payne: Every aspect of this matter, the gentleman's attack on that section , everything, was dealt with in committee hearings.

Smith: Mr president!

Payne:  I wish ask my distinguished colleague, has he one scrap of evidence to add now to the defense he did not give and could not give at that same hearing

Smith: I have no defense to give against forged papers.

Payne: The committee ruled otherwise. The gentleman stands guilty, as charged. And I believe I speak for every member when I say that no one cares to hear what a man of his condemned character has to say about any section of any legislation before this House.

Vice President: Order, order gentleman!

Smith: Mr. President! I stand guilt as framed because section 40 is graft. And I was ready to say so, I was ready to tell you, that a certain man in my stage, Mr. James Taylor wanted to put through this dam for his own profit. A man who controls a political machine! And controls everything else worth controlling in my state. Yes and a man even powerful enough to control a congressman. And I saw three of them in his room the day I went to see him.

Payne: Will the senator yield?

Smith: I will NOT yield! This same man, James Taylor, came down here, and offered me a seat in this senate for the next 20 years if I voted for a dam that he knew and I knew was a fraud.  But if I dared to open my mouth against that dam, he promised to break me in two. Alright, I got up here and I started to open my mouth and the long and powerful arm of Mr. James Taylor reached into this sacred chamber and grabbed me by the scruff of the neck.

Payne: Mr. President a point of order.

Saunders is waving NO!!

Smith: Mr. President.

Vice President: The senator Payne will state it.

Payne: It was I who rose in this chamber to accuse him. He is saying I carried out criminal orders on falsified evidence!

Smith: NO!

Payne: He has imputed to me conduct unworthy a senator, and I demand that he yield the floor.

Smith: Mr. President I did not say that Senator Paine was one of the congressmen in that room. 

Payne: I was in that room!

Talking and mumbling.

Vice President: Order gentlemen.

Payne: I accuse this man.  By his tone, by his careful denials, he is deliberately trying to plant damaging impressions on my conduct. I'll tell you why we were in that room. Because Mr. Taylor, a respected citizen of our state, had brought with him the evidence against this man, and we were urging him to resign. WHY? TO avoid bringing disgrace upon a clean and honorable state. But he refused!

Smith: Mr. President, have I the floor.

Payne: There is only one answer to a man like him. The truth, which I rose and gave to this body. Mr President.  He is trying to blackmail this senate as he tried to blackmail me. To prevent his expulsion, he'll even try to hold up this deficiency bill, vital to the country which must be passed immediately. Today.

Smith: Have I the floor Mr president!?

Payne: I have lost all patience with this brazen character. I apologize to this body for his appointment. I regret I ever knew him. I'm sick and tired of this contemptible young man. And I refuse to stay here, and listen to him any longer. And I hope every member of this body feels as I do.

Senators: Get off the floor!

Senators: yield the floor!

Vice President: Gentlemen, Gentlemen PLEASE ADDRESS THE CHAIR!

Senator Guy: Mr. President, what does this man want of this body?

Smith: I'll tell you what I want, sir. I want a chance to talk to the people who'll believe me. The people of my state, they know me, and they know Mr. Taylor. When they hear my story they'll rise up, and they'll kick Mr. Taylors machine to kingdom come. Now I want one week to go back there and bring you proof that I'm right. In the meantime I want this senate's promise that I will not be expelled and the deficiency bill will not be passed.

Senator Guy: Will the senator yield?

Smith: For a question.

Senator Guy: Has the gentleman, the effrontery to stand, convicted and in disgrace. And try to force postponement of the Deficiency Bill?

Smith: For one week.

Senator Guy2: Mr. President. I appeal to the senator. Is he fully aware that this bill has been months in both houses, delayed and delayed? Why millions will be without food and shelter. Public works will be at a standstill! 

Senator Guy3: Are we going to keep relieve from the country?

Smith: The people of my stage need permanent relief from crooked men riding their backs.

Senator Guy4: Mr. President. If the senate yields to this sort of blackmail at this time to this man, it'll become a laughing stock.

Senator Guy: It is an insult to this body to have to listen. An insult to our colleague, Senator Paine. I, for one , will follow the senator's example, and refuse to remain in this chamber as long as that man holds the floor. 

All the senators start to leave.

Smith: Alright Mr. President, I guess I'll have to speak to the people of my state from right here. And I'll tell you one thing, wild horses won't drag me off this floor until those people have heard everything I've got to say, even if it takes all winter!!!

Smith pulls out a coffee mug thing, an apple, and a sandwich, and a bag of doughnuts.

Laughing

Smith: Well Mr. President, we seem to be alone. I'm not complaining for social reason, it's just I think it'd be a pity if these gentlemen missed any of this. And ....

Saunders is waving her hand. Saunders points at the rule and regulation book for the senate. Saunders motions with her hand, 5-3

Smith: I call the chairs attention to (looks at Saunders again) to rule 5 of the standing rules of the senate, section-section three. If it shall be found that a quorum is not present, a majority of the senators present--- and that looks like me, 

Laughing


Smith: Uh, uhh,  --may direct the sergeant at arms to request, and if necessary, compel the attendance of the absent senators.  Well, Mr. President, I so direct.

Vice President: The absence of a quorum is being suggested. Bring the call to quorum.

Smith: There's no hurry Mr. President, I've got plenty of time.

Someone off stage : Call to quorum!

Senators come back in.

Vice President:  The clerk will call the roll.

Time passage.

Smith: “and that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of--”  Well it looks like the night shift's coming on.

Laughing.

Vice President: The Senator will please suspend until order is restored.

Smith: ahh Life liberty and the pursuit of happiness. And the secure these rights, governments are instituted among men deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed that whenever any for of government become destructive to these ends, it is the right and order of these people to abolish it. 

 (looks at another senator) how am I doin'?

Laughing

Time passage.

Smith:  I always get a great kick outta that part of the declaration of independence. Now you're not gonna have a country that can make these kinda rules work if you havn't got men that have learned to tell human rights from a punch in the noise.  It's a funny thing about men, you know, they are start life being boys, I wouldn't be a bit surprised if some of these senators were boys once.  And that's why it seemed like a pretty good idea, I mean to get boys out of crowded cities,  and stuffy basements for a couple of months out of the year. And build their bodies and minds for man sized jobs, because those boys are going to be behind this desk some of these days. And that seemed like a pretty good idea, getting boys from all over the country, boys of all nationalities and ways of living. Getting them together, let them find out what makes different people tick the way they do. Because I wouldn't give you 2 cents for all you fancy rules, if behind them they didn't have a little plain ordinary everyday kindness. And a little looking out for the other fellow too.

Applause.

Smith: That's pretty important, all that. Its just the blood and bone and sinew of this democracy that some great man handed down to the human race, that's all! But of course if you've got to built a dam where that boys camp outta be, to get graft to pay off some political army or something, that's a different thing! Oh no. If you think I'm going back there and tell those boys in my state and say “Look, fellows forget about it. Forget all this stuff I've been telling you about land you live in, its all a lot of houey. This isn't your country, it belongs to a lot of James Taylors”. Oh no, not me. And anybody here thinks I'd do that, they got another thing coming. 

Smith whisles or something.

All senators turn around.

Smith: Oh that's alright, I just wanted to see if you still had faces.

Laughing.

Smith: Oh, I'm sorry gentlemen, I know I'm being disrespectful to this honorable body. I know that, I-- A guy like me should never be allowed to get in here in the first place, I know that. And I hate to stand here and try your patience like this, but I--- either I'm dead right of I'm crazy.

Senator guy: You wouldn't care to put that to a vote would you senator? 

Senator guy2: Will the senator yield for a question.

Smith: I yield.

Senator Guy 2: In view of the gentleman's touching concern for the senators, and in view of the fact he's been talking for 7 and a one half hours, and must be very very tired, would he permit a motion to recess until the morning? At which time he may be better able to continue with his profound babblings.

Saunder's motions no, then points at the president and says ask him.

Smith: Uh, mr. President, what happens to me in the morning, I mean about my having this floor to go on with my babblings?

Vice president: If the senator permits this motion for a recess, he won't have the floor in the morning,  to babble with or anything else. Unless he is recognized first by this chair.

Smith: Uh huh.  As I was saying gentlemen...

Commotion

Smith: I'm either dead right or I'm crazy. And I feel fine.

A clerk person comes up to smith.


Smith: What have you got dick.

The clerk has a go Smith button on this shirt.

Clerk: Its from miss saunders.

Smith:oh.

Smith reads the letter, it says, “ Your wonderful, press boys all with you. Read the constitution next very slow.

Diz says I'm in love with you.

Ps. he's right.

Senator Guy: Is the senator yielding the floor?

Smith: Yield? Oh no! Oh no, hey I feel fine. The constitution of the united states.

Commotion.

Smith: Page one top left hand corner, we the people of the united states in order to form a more perfect union.

Time passage.

Every bodies asleep.

Smith:... charity wanteth not itself. Is not propped up and now, abideth faith. Hope, charity,  these three,  the greatest of these is charity...

time passage

Smith: There's no compromise with truth. That's all I got up on this floor to say. When was it, A year ago it seems like. They're listening to him, anything might happen now.  Just get up off the ground, that's all I ask! Get up there with that lady that's on top of this capitol dome. That lady that stands for liberty.  Take a look at this country through her eyes if you really want to see something. But you won't just see scenery. You'll see the whole parade of what man's carved out for himself after years of fighting. And fighting for something better than just jungle law. Fighting so's he can stand on his own two feet, free and decent, like he was created. No matter what his race color or creed. That's what you'd see. There's no place out there for graft or greed or lies. Or compromise with human liberties. And if that's what grownups have done with this world that was given to them, then we better get those boy's camps started fast and see what the kids can do. And it's not too late.  Because this country is bigger than the Taylors, or you or me or anything else. Great principles don't get lost once they come to light. They're right here. You just have to see them again.

Senator Payne walks in.

Payne: Mr. President, will the Senator yield for a question?

Vice President: Will the Senator yield for his collegue?

Smith:Yes sir, I yield for a question.

Payne: The senator has said he is speaking to the people of his state. He has been waiting as he  so frantically puts it, that they will marching out here in droves. Would the gentleman be interested in what those people have to say?

Smith: Yes sir, you bet I would.

Payne: Mr. President, have I the permission to being into this chamber, the response from my state?

Vice President: Is there an objection? You may proceed senator.

Payne walks off and comes back in with a few clerks and three large bags of letters.

Payne: There it is, there is the gentleman's answer. Telegrams. 50,000 of them. Demanding that he yield this floor. I invite the senate to read them. I invite my colleague to read them. The people's answer to Mr. Jefferson Smith.

Smith goes down and reads the letters.

Smith looks at the Vice president. The vice president has the shade of a smile appear for just a moment.

Smith: I guess this is just another lost cause Mr. Paine. All you people  don't know about lost causes. Mr. Paine does. He said once they were the only causes worth fighting for. For the only reasons that any man every fights for them. Because of just one plain and simple rule: love thy neighbor.  And in this world today, full of hatred, a man who knows that one rule has a great trust.  You know that rule Mr Paine. And I loved you for it just as my father did. And you know that you fight for the lost causes harder than for any others, yes you even die for them. Like a man we both knew mr. Paine. You think I'm licked. You all think I'm licked. We'll I'm not licked. And I'm going to stay right here and fight for this lost cause, even if this room gets filled with Lies like these, and the Taylors and all their armies come marching into this place.  Somebody will listen to me. Som--

Smith passes out.

Commotion.

