TED:  When my wife was talking... when my ex-wife was talking about how unhappy she was in our marriage, what she said was probably true. There’s a lot of things I didn’t understand.  A lot of things I would do different if I could. And I’m sure there’s a lot of things you wish you could change, but we can’t. A lot of things that are done can’t be undone. My wife... my ex-wife says she loves Billy and I believe she does. But I don’t think that’s the issue here. If I understand it correctly, what means the most here is what’s best for our son. What’s best for Billy. My wife used to say to me, “Why can’t a woman have the same ambitions as a man?” I think you’re right. And maybe I’ve learned that much. But by the same token I’d like to know what law is it that says a woman must be a better parent, just by virtue of her sex? You think about what it means to be a good parent. It has to do with constancy. It has to do with patience. It has to do with listening to him, or pretending to listen to him when you can’t even listen anymore. And it has to do with love, like she was saying. And I don’t know where it’s written that says that a woman has a corner on that market. That a man has any less of those emotions than a woman does. Billy has a home with me. I made it the best I could. It’s not perfect - I’m not a perfect parent. And sometimes I don’t have enough patience, and I forget he’s... he’s  a little kid. But I’m there. I get up in the morning, and we eat breakfast and he talks to me. And then we go to school and at night we have dinner together, and we talk then. And we built a life together, and we love each other. If you destroy that, it may be irrepairable. Joanna, don’t do that, please. Don’t do it twice to me. 

SHAUGHNESSY:  No further questions. 

COUNSEL:  Mr. Kramer, how long have you worked in advertising?

TED:  Ever since I graduated high school. College, I mean. I started in the mailroom.  About ten or fifteen years. 

COUNSEL:  And would you say you have reached a certain position or status in your profession?

TED:  Yes, I think I have a pretty good reputation.

COUNSEL:  Mr. Kramer, when you were working at Roth, Caine, Donovan, what was your salary?

TED:  Thirty-two thousand dollars a year when I left.  

COUNSEL:  And now you’re working at Norman, Craig & Kummel?

TED:  Yes. 

COUNSEL:  And what is your salary there?

TED:  Almost $29,000.

COUNSEL:  Could you be more specific, Mr. Kramer?

TED:  I make twenty-eight thousand, two hundred dollars. 

COUNSEL:  Twenty-eight two? Well, Mr. Kramer, you’re the only person I know who’s working their way down the ladder of success.

SHAUGHNESSY:  Objection. Your honor, I must ask the counsel’s last remark be stricken from the record.

JUDGE:  Sustained. 

COUNSEL:  Mr. Kramer, isn’t it true that you were fired from your previous job?

TED:  I was let go.

COUNSEL:  Very well, Mr. Kramer. Would you tell the court why you were “let go”?

TED:  There was a difference of opinion in company policy.

COUNSEL:  Mr. Kramer, isn’t it true that your company lost a major advertising account due to your negligence?

SHAUGHNESSY:  Objection.

COUNSEL:  Your honor, I’m merely trying to establish the witness’ employment record. He pretends to fitness, when he cannot hold a job. 

JUDGE:  I’ll allow it, Mr. Shaughnessy. 

TED:  It’s not unusual in advertising for a client, in the middle of a campaign, to change his mind and go elsewhere. It happens every day...

COUNSEL:  Mr. Kramer, isn’t it true that you walked out in a client in the middle of a major presentation, saying you had an appointment with a first-grade teacher?

TED:  There was a problem at school. My son was sitting next to a kid who was hitting and biting him.

COUNSEL:  Yes or no, Mr. Kramer?

TED:  Yes, but he bit my kid....

COUNSEL:  Mr. Kramer, in the spring of this last year did you or did you not miss a deadline on the Mid-Atlantic account, causing your company not only a great deal of embarrasment, but also considerable financial liability as well?

TED:  That day I had to go home because my child was sick. He had a fever.

COUNSEL:  Mr. Kramer, did you or did you not miss the deadline? Yes or no?

TED:  My son was sick.

COUNSEL:  Mr. Kramer, answer the question.

TED:  I’m trying to answer the question, it’s not yes or no. I’m sitting there in my office and he had a 104 temperature, he lying there sweating so I go home to be with him!

COUNSEL:  Your honor!

JUDGE:  Mr. Kramer, I must urge you to stop or I’ll have to hold you in contempt.

TED:  I missed the deadline.

COUNSEL:  Mr. Kramer, would you say you have a violent temper?

TED:  No. 

SHAUGHNESSY:  Objection!

COUNSEL:  Withdrawn. Mr. Kramer, do you consider yourself a fit and responsible parent?

TED:  Yes I do. 

COUNSEL:  Isn’t it true that your child nearly  lost an eye when he was in your care?

SHAUGHNESSY:  Objection!

JUDGE:  Overrulled.

COUNSEL:  Answer the question, Mr. Kramer. 

TED:  We were at the playground. He was playing on the jungle gym and....

COUNSEL:...And fell and then nearly lost an eye when he was in your care!

TED:  He fell down and cut himself...

COUNSEL:  Isn’t it true that you told your wife that you felt responsible for the injury that permanently disfigured your son?

SHAUGHNESSY:  I object to the content of these questions!

COUNSEL:  And that you said to her recently, “When it happened I felt I was guilty, I felt it was all my fault.”

SHAUGHNESSY:  Objection!

COUNSEL:  Your honor, I have concluded my questioning.

